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and the revolution, making it intelligible to the masses.
Karl Marx would have been pleased with The Iron Heel.

In writing his book Jack went to the extensive files and
catalogues he had studiously compiled over a period of years,
drawing from them sufficient factual material to make it
one of the most scathing indictments against capitalism
ever conceived. Economics was not only considered dry and
dull and boring by Americans, but any discussion of the
principles underlying private property and distribution of
wealth was as tabu as discussions of evolution. Industrialists
and bankers ruled by what had been known before the
republican revolution as the Divine Right of Kings; work-
men were told to be grateful for the labour and bread
provided them through the wisdom and goodness of their
employers. The Church, as exemplified by Jack's contact
with it in Chicago while on his lecture tour, when the only
two allegedly liberal ministers in the city refused to speak
at the funeral of former Governor John P. Altegeld because
he had pardoned the men rail-roaded in the Haymarket Riot,
was a pot-bellied handmaiden of industry, as was the so-called
higher education in the colleges, which taught only what its
paymasters permitted.

All this he documented and wrote into one of the most
terrifying and beautiful books ever written; if The Iron Heel
is not his greatest contribution to the realm of literature,
it is certainly his greatest contribution to the economic
revolution. In it he not only predicted the coming of the
now current Fascism, but detailed the methods by means of
which it would murder all opposition and wipe out existing
culture. The Iron Heel reads as though it were written
yesterday . . . or ten years from to-day. In all contemporary
literature there is no chapter more exciting than the one in
which Ernest Everhard faces the Philomath Club (note the
resemblance of the club name to the one Chaney invented, the
Philomatheans), whose members formed the wealthiest
Oligarch on the Pacific coast. Nor was there ever a more
prophetic paragraph than the one in which the leader of the
Oligarchs answers Everhard, who has just laid bare the